CHAPTER VII
GUNS   ("WAHEIDA,   1918)
Plan for attack on Jurf al Derawish. Misadventures on camel-back.
Demolitions. Auda abu Tai. Camp at Musheyish. Marzuq writes to
General Allenby. Abdullah abu Saleh, Grossing the line. Guns for
Towana. Capture of Abu Jerdun. Sherifian and Bedouin delays.
Second attack on Abu Jerdun. Makik
AFTER the failure of the attack on Maan, Lawrence
and I discussed what should be my next step. In
the end we arranged that a small force should be
left at Waheida and Semna to contain Maan, while
a strong detachment under Nuri should move
north up the line and attack Jurf al Derawish. I
was to go with Nun, and as soon as Jurf had been
taken I was to be given two guns to help me to do
any damage I could still farther to the north. The
local Bedouin were in this case the Beni Sakhr tribe
of Trans-Jordan, whose sheikhs were at that time in
charge of a Sherifian representative called Marzuq
al Takheimi at a water-hole in the desert some hours
north-east of Jurf, My first job was to co-ordinate
Marzuq's and NurFs operations, and to ensure the
Bedouin attacking Jurf at the same time as NurFs
detachment. This meant that I must be free to
ride from one to the other, and be independent of
both for transport and supply.
Lawrence came back with me to Aba'l Lissan to
explain the plan to Feisal, and when it had been
approved he gave me three camels and two of his
own body-guard who happened to be with him, the
rest being at Musheyish with Marzuq. He then